82 Micrographia. 

It may therefore, perhaps, be worthy, fome Phyficians enquiry, whether 
there may not be fbmething mixt with the Urine in which the Gravel 
or Stone lies, which may again make it diflolve it, the firft of which feem s 
by it’s regular Figures to have been fometimes Cryftalliz d out of it. For 
whether this Cryfiallization be made in the manner as Alum, Peterfcc. are 
cryflallized out of a cooling liquor, in which, by boyling they have been 
dilfolv’d 5 or whether it be made in the manner of Tart arum Vitriolatum 
that is, by the Coalition of an acid and a Sulphureous lubftance, it feems 
not impoffible,but that the liquor it lies in, may be again made a diffilvent 
of it. But leaving thefe inquiries to Phyficians or Chymifts, to whom 
it does more properly belong, I (hall proceed. 


Obfcrv. XIII. Of the ft 'mall Diamants, or Sparks in Flints. 

C Hancing to break a Flint ftone in pieces, I found within it a certain 
cavity all crufted over with a very pretty candied lubftance, fome 
of the parts of which, upon changing the pofture of the Stone, in refpedi: 
ofth e Incident light, exhibited a number of fmall, but very vivid re- 
flexions , and having made ule of my Microfcope , I could perceive the 
whole furface of that cavity to be all befet with a multitude of little 
Cryjlaline or Adamantine bodies, fo curioufly fliap’d, that it afforded a 
not unpleafing objcX. 

Having confidered thole vivid repercujjions of light,I found them to be 
made partly from the plain external furface of thefe regularly figured 
bodies (which afforded the vivid refleXions) and partly to be made 
from within the fomewhat pellucid body, that is, from fome furface of the 
body,oppofite to that fuperficies of it which was next the eye. 

And becaufe thefe bodies were fo fmall, that I could not well come to 
make Experiments and Examinations of them, I provided me feveral 
fmall Jliriie of Cryftals or Diamants, found in great quantities in Corn- 
wall, and are therefore commonly called Cor nip Diamants : thefe being 
very pellucid , and growing in a hollow cavity of a Rock (as I have been 
feveral times informed by thole that have oblerv d them) much after the 
fame manner as thefe do in the Flint ^ and having befides their outward 
furface very regularly fihap’d, retaining very near the lame Figures with 
fome of thole I obferv’d in the other, became a convenient help to me for 
the Examination of the proprieties of thole kinds of bodies. 

And firft for the RefleXions , in thefe I found it very oblervable,That 
the brighteft refleXions of light proceeded from within the pel/ucidbo dy , 
that is, that the Rays admitted through the pellucid fubftance in their 
getting out on the oppofite fide, were by the contiguous and flrong re- 
neXing furface of the Air very vividly refleXed, fo that more Rays were 
refleXed to the eye by this furface, though the Ray in entring and getting 
out of the Cryftal had fuffer’d a double refraXion, than there were trom 
the outward lurface of the Glafs where the Ray had luffer d no renrac^ion 
at all. 11 
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